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Originally founded in 1906 as the School of Agriculture at St. Lawrence University, Canton was the first postsecondary, two-year college in New York authorized by the 
Legislature.  In 1987, the University's Board of Trustees authorized the college's present designation as State University of New York College of Technology at Canton. Beginning 
a new era for the college, in 1997 SUNY Canton received baccalaureate degree granting approval from the SUNY Trustees and the Governor of New York State. 
 
Perfectly suited as a learning environment, the campus is comprised of 382-acres located in a semi-rural setting along the Grasse River in St. Lawrence County and 18 major 
buildings that fit well into the surrounding landscape.  Academic facilities include five classroom buildings, which contain many specialized labs for practice in technology-based 
disciplines.  Augmenting the academic facilities are four residential buildings, dining center, campus center and library nestled into the hillside overlooking the river below.  At this 
time, the campus is without athletic facilities.  Structural deficiencies in Dana Alumni Gymnasium were discovered by the campus May 8, 2007 which eventually forced the 
campus to evacuate and close the building November 1, 2007.  Since evacuating the building, the campus has struggled scheduling athletic practices and events where ever 
possible at neighboring college and high school facilities.  Athletic department offices and fitness center has been temporarily located to areas of the Chaney Dining Center. 
 
Increases in freshmen applications, transfers, continuing students and returning students are likely to once again generate the largest enrollment in the history of SUNY Canton this 
fall.  Last year the college recorded its highest enrollment ever with a total of 2,999 students.  This broke the previous enrollment record of 2,833, which was achieved in the 1975-
76 academic year. A number of factors attribute to the colleges growth.  Students are taught by faculty who possess both outstanding academic credentials and sound technical 
experience.  Dedicated to providing varied educational opportunities within the technologies, SUNY Canton now offers 15 majors leading to bachelor degrees, with several 
additional four-year programs under discussion.  SUNY Canton also offers 21 programs leading to associate degrees, and seven programs leading to one-year certificates.  With 
bachelor's degree programs, students are now staying longer than when the school exclusively offered associate degrees.  Former students are returning to earn their four-year 
degrees, and a growing number of international students, particularly from Bosnia, Russia, and Ukraine, are also contributing to the enrollment increase.  In the past two years, the 
College has added four new bachelor's degrees: Graphic and Multi Media Design, Dental Hygiene, Industrial Technology Management, and Nursing.  SUNY Canton On-Line, also 
known as SUNY Canton OL, continues to experience dramatic growth as well.  The College is offering more than 130 online sections this fall and expects close to 3,000 online 
course enrollments.  SUNY Canton OL had 282 online-only students last fall, a 48 percent increase from the previous fall's total.  SUNY Canton offers a wide variety of career-
driven bachelor's, associate, and certificate programs, as well as three master's degrees in conjunction with SUNYIT, Utica.  Most of SUNY Canton's new four-year programs are 
designed so students can take them on-campus, online, or both.  We currently offer six fully online bachelor’s degrees and anticipate the addition of 1-3 more degrees in the next 
year.  The college's athletic teams have joined the NAIA's Sunrise Conference, enabling students to compete in their respective sports for four years. 
 
Recent improvements to facilities include completion of Phase I & II of a multi-phased project to renovate Nevaldine Technology Center; 1st floor renovation of Wicks Hall for 
nursing; portions of Southworth Library to accommodate Information Services; new entrance structures at Heritage and Mohawk residence buildings and utility improvements to 
support the new Convocation Athletic Recreation Center (CARC).  The campus continues to improve facilities with construction activity currently ongoing to complete Phase III 
of the renovation of Nevaldine; replacement of roofs and mansard exteriors at Smith and Mohawk residence buildings; and Phase I & II of the new CARC.  Near future 
construction activity includes the renovation of Chaney Dining Center loading dock and mansard roof systems as well as remedial work associated with previously removed 
underground storage tanks.  Several minor rehab and repair projects to address deteriorated interior and exterior conditions as well as mechanical systems for energy efficiency are 
ongoing campus-wide.  Current design projects include renovation of the campus’ electrical substation as well as campus-wide technology upgrades.  Design / bid documents for 
these projects are expected to be complete later this year for construction to move forward spring 2010.  Design / Bid documents are also expected to be complete late this fall for 
replacement of roofs and mansard exteriors at Heritage and Rushton residence buildings summer 2010.  Spring 2007, the campus completed a Facilities Master Plan which has 
been utilized as a guide for the physical development and improvement of the campus to date.  In cooperation with the State University Construction Fund, the campus plans to 
complete a more comprehensive Master Plan within the next 24 months to further guide the growth of the campus for the next 10 years.  Without the use of Dana Alumni 
Gymnasium, the construction of the CARC remains a priority for the campus.  Also at the top of the campus’ priority list is new student housing.  Given the growth and diversity 
of our students, the campus is actively pursuing opportunities to construct new residential facilities to meet current and future needs.  A Market and Feasibility Study was 
completed earlier this year and the campus is actively working with consultants developing a new student housing project to be occupied in 2011. 

http://www.canton.edu/can/can_start.taf?page=Campus_Map


Instructional       

& Support
Residential Total

Total State Owned Acreage 750

Total State Owned Buildings 18 4 22

Total State Owned Gross Square Feet (GSF) 515,946 238,872 754,818

Total State Owned Net Assignable Square Feet (NASF) 335,076 144,106 479,182

< 10 Years 10 – 40 Years >40 Years

Gross Square Feet 66,454 122,342 566,022

Percentage of Total GSF 8.8% 16.2% 75.0%

Instructional Research Student Activities Administration Central Services Residential Total

33% 1% 12% 7% 17% 30% 100%

Age of Facilities

Net Assignable Space Distribution by Major Functional Area
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